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Boland’s mother couldn’t believe it: he was going to take an $80,000 pay cut to teach in a public school.

As the development director for a nonprofit program that prepared minority children for stellar academic

careers, Boland had a hand in plucking some outstanding students from their disadvantaged neighborhoods

and into a new life. But he wanted to give back more directly and so made his radical announcement that

he was changing careers. The year he then spent teaching in a tough New York City high school was

harrowing and eye opening. To a white man from Chelsea—and a gay one at that—the students could be

brutal. But just as tough were the odds that these kids would get the support they needed from an

overstuffed and underfunded system. Boland has a knack for capturing the stakes in seemingly small

moments and the intensity of clashes between personalities. Ruthless in his evaluation of himself, his

students, and the larger educational system, Boland provides a clear look at the challenges facing public

schools today. 

 

— Bridget Thoreson


